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Christmas is a time of surprises, the experience of the unexpected, when God reminds us of the
blessings in incongruity: A defenseless child is born the Word Incarnate, a poor young woman
becomes the mother of God, outcasts of society meet the Angelic hosts. Christmas teaches us to
embrace and be thankful for the unconventional.
Throughout December, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, reached out to over 17 struggling families
in our community to distribute almost $2,000 in gift cards, making their Christmas a time of less
worry, made possible by the generosity of our parishioners. That’s the blessing of the unexpected
for them and for us.

We were blessed by someone’s unexpected evening call the day after Christmas, someone who had
been camping in the park and finally got the courage to ask for our help. We were amazed to be
able to respond to the overwhelming requests for food this month (see numbers below) and the
clothing needs of many who were homeless. We received a surprise donation of new and gently-
used coats – what a joy to offer someone a winter jacket with a working zipper! Or a jacket which
has more than one thin layer. We were suddenly gifted with five new blankets and new socks in
abundance so that we could give to individuals out in the cold. We were astounded by a donation
from Harvest Hands, a food rescue program in St. Thomas, of crates and crates of fresh tangelos,
cherry tomatoes and other vegetables – an unexpected bounty of fresh produce for our food
hampers.

These gifts helped us deal with the great busyness of our emergency phone line. Throughout
December, we assisted fourteen individuals and sixteen families with food; six individuals and one
family with rent; two families with hydro; one family with car fuel; three individuals with winter
clothing; and one individual with medication not covered by OHIP.

We continue to distribute our Friendship Takeout dinners once a month, even in the winter, and
our new schedule, just printed, takes us until the end of April. On December 15, we served 65
dinners from St. Mary’s parking lot, including 42 deliveries.

Thank you again for your generosity throughout 2021. Your donations let us meet and connect with
those in need -- to rejoice in the blessing of the unexpected. Stepping out of our comfort zone,
away from what we think things “should be” deepens our abandonment to the will of God.

 


